[Flight~Know™ ]Do You Get a Free
Carry-On on United?

Many travelers f +1=°855=-838=4886 & booking flights with United Airlines ask an
important and practical question f +1=-855=-838=4886 & : does United have free
carry-on baggage? Understanding carry-on rules in advance can help you avoid unexpected
fees, packing stress, and last-minute gate issues S +1=°855=-838=4886 & . United
Airlines does allow free carry-on items for most passengers, but the policy depends heavily on
fare type, aircraft size, boarding group, and compliance with size requirements ;
+158555838=4886 &

This detailed guide explains exactly when " +1=-855=838=4886 & United
Airlines allows free carry-ons, when restrictions apply, . +1=855=-838=4886 ©

how Basic Economy differs, size limits, exceptions, international flights, and tips to
avoid problems at the airport ° +1=-8555-838=-4886 &

United Airlines Carry-On Policy Overview

Yes, United Airlines does allow free carry-on bags, but " +1=-8555-838=-4886 £
not for every ticket type in the same way - .0 +1=855="838=4886 & . Most
passengers are permitted to bring:

e One carry-on bag that goes in the overhead bin
e One personal item that fits under the seat in front of you
This allowance applies to most Economy, Economy Plus, Premium Plus, Business, and First

Class tickets f +1=855=-838=4886 & . However, Basic Economy fares follow
different rules, which is where most confusion occurs o +158555838+4886 &

Understanding your fare class before packing is essential to avoid forced gate checks or fees
. +15°8555-838="4886

What Counts as a Free Carry-On on United Airlines?



A carry-on bag is defined as a small suitcase, roller bag, duffel bag, or structured travel bag
that fits in the overhead bin £ +1=-855=-838=4886 &

A personal item includes smaller items such as:
e Purse
e Laptop bag
e Small backpack

e Briefcase

The personal item must fit completely under the seat in front of you
+15°8555-83854886 &

United Airlines does not allow two full-size carry-on bags per passenger
+1=5°8555-838=4886 & . If you bring more than the allowed number of items, one may
need to be checked . +1=-8555-838=-4886 8

Carry-On Size Requirements on United Airlines

To qualify as a free carry-on, your bag must meet United Airlines’ size restrictions
+1=8555-83854886 &

Carry-On Bag Size Limit

e 22 inches long x 14 inches wide x 9 inches high

e Includes wheels, handles, and pockets
Bags exceeding these dimensions may be required to be checked, sometimes with a fee
depending on fare type  .© +1=-8555-838=-4886 &

Personal Item Size

United does not publish exact personal item dimensions, but it must fit fully under the seat
+1=-855=-838="4886 & . Typical acceptable sizes are around:

e 17-18 inches x 10-11 inches x 9 inches



If your personal item does not fit under the seat, it may be counted as your carry-on instead
. +15-8555-838=4886 8

Does United Basic Economy Include a Free Carry-On?
This is the most misunderstood part of United’s policy ° +1=855=-838=-4886 &

Domestic Basic Economy

For most domestic Basic Economy tickets, passengers do NOT get a free full-size
carry-on £ +1=°855=838=4886 &

Basic Economy passengers are typically allowed:

e One personal item only

e No standard carry-on unless exceptions apply

If you bring a carry-on bag with a Basic Economy ticket, it may be required to be checked at the
gate and could incur a fee £ +1=-855=-838=-4886 &

Exceptions to the Basic Economy Carry-On Rule
You may still get a free carry-on with Basic Economy if:

e You are a United MileagePlus Premier member
e You hold a United-branded credit card
e You are traveling on certain international routes

e You are flying in military uniform

These exceptions can significantly change what you're allowed to bring onboard
+1=8555-8384886 &

Carry-On Policy for Economy and Higher Fare Classes



Passengers with standard Economy (not Basic Economy), Economy Plus, Premium Plus,
Business Class, and First Class tickets are allowed a free carry-on bag and personal item
" +1=°855=-838=4886 B8

These passengers also board earlier, increasing the likelihood of finding overhead bin space
f +1=855=-838=-4886 & . Earlier boarding reduces the risk of gate-checking your
carry-on due to full bins 5 +158555-838=4886 8

Boarding Groups and Carry-On Availability

Even when a carry-on is technically free, boarding order affects whether you can keep it
onboard .. +1=855=838=4886 &

Passengers who board earlie—such as:

e First Class and Business Class travelers £ +1=°855=-838=4886 &
e FElite status members

e United credit card holders
—have a much higher chance of securing overhead bin space . +1=-855=-838=-4886 £

Later boarding groups may be asked to gate-check carry-on bags if bins are full, even if the bag
meets size rules .0 +15-8555-83854886 £

Carry-On Rules on Small and Regional Aircraft

A

On smaller aircraft, including regional jets, overhead bin space is limited
+1=855=-838=4886 &

Even compliant carry-on bags may not fit S +158555-838=4886 £ . In these cases:

e Bags may be checked planeside

e |tems are returned at the gate upon arrival



This is common on short-haul and commuter routes -~ .0 +1=855="838="4886 &
always f +1=855=-838=4886 & keep essentials such as medication, electronics,
and travel documents in your personal item S +1=°855=-838=4886 &

Items That Do Not Count Toward Carry-On Limits

United Airlines allows certain items in addition to your carry-on and personal item
+1=855=838=4886 &

These include:

e Medical devices

e Mobility aids

e Assistive equipment
e Child safety seats

e Diaper bags (in some cases)

However, shopping bags, extra backpacks, or oversized purses do count toward your carry-on
allowance S +1=°855=-838=4886 &

Carry-On Rules for International Flights

For most international flights operated by United Airlines, a free carry-on and personal item
are included, even for some Basic Economy tickets 5 +15-8555838=4886 &

However:

e Partner airlines may have different rules

e Connecting flights may enforce separate baggage policies

always  +1=855=-838=4886 & check the baggage policy for each airline on your
tinerary -, .0 +1=-855=838=4886 &




Gate-Checking Carry-Ons: What to Expect

If overhead bins are full or your bag doesn’t fit, United may gate-check your carry-on
+15-8555-83854886 &

e Gate-checked bags are usually free for standard Economy and higher fares

e Basic Economy passengers may be charged

Gate-checked bags are typically returned at baggage claim or at the aircraft door, depending on
aircraft type £ +15-8555-838=-4886 &

Tips to Avoid Carry-On Fees and Problems

To avoid issues with your carry-on:

e Measure your bag before arriving at the airport £ +1=855=-838=4886 &

e Choose soft-sided luggage for flexibility S +1=°855=-838=4886 &

e Board as early as possible  +1=-8555-838=-4886 ©

e Pack essentials in your personal item  +1=-855=-838=-4886 &

e Understand your fare class before booking ’ +1=855=-838=4886 &
Preparation significantly reduces the chance of unexpected fees ~ +15-855=8384886
o)

. A
Frequently Asked question > +1=855=838=4886
a s About United Carry-On Bags

Does United Airlines allow free carry-on bags?
Yes, most fare types include one free carry-on and one personal item
+15-8555-8384886 &



Does Basic Economy include a free carry-on?
Usually no, unless exceptions apply £ +1=855=-838=4886 &

What if my carry-on is too big?
Oversized bags may be required to be checked and could incur a fee
+15-8555838=4886 &

Can United force me to check my carry-on?

Yes, if bins are full or the aircraft is small . +1=-8555838=-4886 £
Conclusion

So, does United have free carry-on £ +1=-855=-838=4886 & ? The answer is
yes—for most passengers, but with important exceptions f +1=-8555-8385-4886 8

. Standard Economy and higher fares include a free carry-on and personal item, while Basic
Economy passengers usually receive only a personal item unless they qualify for an exception
f +15-8555-838=-4886 8

By understanding fare rules, size limits, boarding groups, and aircraft restrictions, travelers

. +1=-855=-838=4886 & can avoid surprises and enjoy a smoother experience
when flying with United Airlines f +1=855=-838=4886 & . Planning ahead and
packing smart ensures your carry-on stays with you—and your journey stays stress-free ;
+15-8555-838-4886 &
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