
 

 

 

  Kenneth E. Bentsen, Jr.  ǀ 2022 - present 

 

 Kenneth E. Bentsen, Jr. is President and CEO of SIFMA. Mr. Bentsen is also Co-Chair of the British 
American Finance Alliance (BAFA), a coalition of 19 British and American trade associations and 
industry bodies representing both financial and professional services, and Chairman of Engage China, 
a coalition of twelve U.S. financial services trade associations united in support of high-level 
engagement with China. Previously, Mr. Bentsen served as President, and earlier as the Executive 
Vice President of Public Policy and Advocacy for SIFMA, responsible for SIFMA’s legal, regulatory, 
and legislative affairs and advocacy initiatives. Mr. Bentsen has also served as CEO of the Global 
Financial Markets Association (GFMA), SIFMA’s global affiliate.  

Prior to joining SIFMA, Mr. Bentsen was president of the Equipment Leasing and Finance Association 
(ELFA), where he led the 700-member financial services trade association representing commercial 
and investment banks, financial services companies and manufacturers in the commercial finance 
sector. From 2003 to 2006, Mr. Bentsen was a Managing Director at Public Strategies, Inc. where he 
was a strategic and management consultant principally to the fi rm’s financial services clients.  

From 1995 to 2003, Mr. Bentsen served as a Member of the United States House of Representatives 
from Texas, where he sat on the House Financial Services Committee (and its predecessor House 
Banking and Financial Services Committee), and separately on the House Budget Committee. Mr. 
Bentsen was an active participant in the drafting and enactment of the Sarbanes-Oxley Act, the 
Gramm-Leach-Bliley Act, the Terrorism Risk Insurance Act and the Commodities Futures 
Modernization Act. During his tenure in the Congress, he played an active role in legislation and 
oversight of regulations affecting bank and thrift charters, federal deposit insurance, securities law, 
derivatives, and the federal government sponsored enterprises (Fannie Mae, Freddie Mac, and the 
FHLB system). Mr. Bentsen was also instrumental in the passage of the landmark Balanced Budget 
Act of 1997, particularly with respect to health care policy.  



Prior to his service in Congress, Mr. Bentsen was an investment banker at George K. Baum & Co. and 
previously Drexel, Burnham Lambert, Inc., where he specialized in municipal and mortgage finance.  

Mr. Bentsen is a Trustee of the Hirshhorn Museum and Sculpture Garden of the Smithsonian 
Institution, the Bryce Harlow Foundation and the Center for Congressional and Political Studies at 
the American University. He also serves on the boards of the United States Capitol Historical Society 
and the Committee on Capital Markets Regulation.  

Mr. Bentsen earned a B.A. from the University of St. Thomas and an M.P.A. from American 
University. 

 

 

 

 

 

  David Lynch  ǀ 2020 - 2021 

 

David Lynch was CEO of AFMA from 2012 until he retired in 2021.   
 
Mr. Lynch joined AFMA in 1996 and became Head of Policy and Markets, leading a policy team 
dealing with a wide range of regulatory and other issues of relevance to Australia’s capital markets. 
He trained as an economist, previously working in research at the Central Bank of Ireland and in 
stockbroking. 



 

 

   Pierre de Lauzun  ǀ 2018 - 2019 

 

Pierre de Lauzun is a French essayist, high-ranking civil servant, banker, and financial expert. He 
served as the CEO of the French Financial Market Association (AMAFI) from 2002-19.  
Mr. de Lauzun is a graduate of the Ecole Polytechnique and École nationale d'administration.   

He worked in government at the Office of the Prime Minister (1975-1981) and French Treasury, 
serving in the Ministry for the Economy and Finance (Secretary General, Paris Club – 1981-84), 
Banking Office (Head - 1984-86) and in New York (Financial Counsellor - 1986-87). 
 
Mr. de Lauzun moved to the banking and financial sector, serving as Deputy Director General of the 
Banque de l'Union Européenne (1987-94), Chairman of the Industrial Credit Union - UIC (1994-98), 
and - following the acquisition of UIC by Goldman Sachs - Chairman of Archon Group (1998-2000). 
 
Mr. de Lauzun has also served as: 

·       Treasurer and founding member of the Foundation for Schools 
·       Chairman of the Association of Catholic Economists 
·       Member of the Académie catholique de France  
·       Chairman of Alba Cultura 
·       Chairman of the Economic and Financial Ethical Committee of Entrepreneurs et  
         dirigeants chrétiens 

Distinctions include: 
·       Sponsor of the 2015 Class of the Institut catholique d'études supérieures (ICES) 
·       International 'Economy and Society' Prize of the Centesimus Annus Pro Pontifice  

          Foundation (Vatican) for 'Finance a Christian perspective'  

·       Commander in the Order of the Holy Sepulchre of Jerusalem 
·       Knight (Chevalier) of the Legion of Honor and Officer of the National Order of Merit 

As an author, Mr. de Lauzun provides reflections mainly inspired by Thomistic philosophy, Catholic 
Social Teaching, and his professional experience in finance on philosophical, political, economic and 
financial issues.  He is a leader on the issue of ethical finance. 



 

 

  Ian Russell  ǀ 2015 - 2017 

Ian Russell was President and Chief Executive Officer of the Investment Industry Association of 
Canada since its inauguration in 2006 until 2021. Prior to his appointment at IIAC, Mr. Russell 
headed the Industry Relations and Representation group of the Investment Dealers Association of 
Canada. In his 20-year tenure at the Association, he participated actively in numerous committees 
and working groups involved in regulatory and tax issues related to the securities industry and 
capital markets in Canada. 

Mr.  Russell is a frequent columnist in industry publications and is a presenter and speaker on 
industry issues and developments.  

Mr. Russell has an honours degree in economics and business from the University of Western 
Ontario, and a postgraduate degree from the London School of Economics. He has completed the 
Partners, Directors and Officers Qualification Examination and is a Fellow of the Canadian Securities 
Institute 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 Jong Soo Park  ǀ 2013 – 2014 

Joon Soo Park served as CEO of KOFIA from 2012 – 2015.   

During his tenure, KOFIA supported and guided amendments to the Financial Investment and Capital 
Markets Act to help bring Korea’s investment banking business up to global standards, particularly 
by encouraging growth in areas such as hedge funds and prime brokerage. This enabled Korea’s 
capital market to offer even more appealing options for investors. 

KOFIA also strengthened its network with key economies in both the Asia Pacific region and beyond, 
taking up prominent roles at the International Investment Fund Association and Asia Forum for 
Investor Education.  KOFIA led initiatives to address the aging population and prolonged short term 
interest rates and build confidence in the capital market. 

 Hwang Kun-ho  ǀ 2012 

Hwang Kun-ho became the first leader of the Korea Financial Investment Association (KOFIA), which 
was established on February 4, 2009 through the merger of the Korea Securities Dealers Association, 
the Korea Futures Association, and the Asset Management Association of Korea.   

Mr. Hwang took the helm of the Korea Securities Dealers Association in 2004 based on his 30-year 
experience in the securities industry. 
 
Mr.Hwang started his financial career at Daewoo Securities in 1976 and once worked for Meritz 
Securities.  He is a graduate of Yongsan High School and Seoul National University. 
 



 

 Rene Karsenti  ǀ 2010 - 2011 

René Karsenti, senior advisor to the International Capital Market Association (ICMA), is President of 
the Association, having previously served as Executive President. Mr. Karsenti was Chairman of the 
European Capital Market Institute (ECMI) from 2008-14.  

From 1995 until joining ICMA in 2006, Mr. Karsenti was Director General of Finance at the European 
Investment Bank (EIB) in Luxembourg, having previously served as Treasurer of the European Bank 
for Reconstruction and Development (EBRD) in London from its inception in May 1991 to 1995. Prior 
to joining EBRD, from 1979 Mr. Karsenti held a variety of senior positions in the treasury 
organisations of the World Bank Group (IBRD & IFC), including as IFC Treasurer.  

Mr. Karsenti is Chairman of the board of the International Finance Facility for Immunisation (IFFIm), 
a multilateral development institution created to accelerate the availability of predictable, long-term 
funds for health and immunisation programmes through the GAVI Alliance (a public private 
partnership with the Gates Foundation) for children in the poorest countries.  

He is a member of the Securities and Markets Stakeholder Group (SMSG) of the European Securities 
and Markets Authority (ESMA), a member of the Strategic Committee of the French Debt 
Management Office (Agence France Trésor), a member of the Investment Advisory Committee of the 
Food and Agriculture Organisation (FAO) in Rome, a member of the OECD Financial Markets 
Roundtable, and a member of the Governing Council of the Centre for the Study of Financial 
Innovation (CSFI).  

He was a member of the Manager Selection Committee of the French Public Pensions Reserve Fund 
(FRR) from its inception in 2002 to 2010, and a member of the Investment Committee of the Fonds 
de Compensation, Luxembourg from 2004 to 2009.  

Mr. Karsenti holds an engineering degree from ESCIL, Lyon and a PhD in Economics from the 
Sorbonne University in Paris. He has also carried out research in finance and economics at the 
University of California, Berkeley.  

Mr. Karsenti has been awarded the French Legion d’ Honneur. 



 

 

 Jonathan Taylor  ǀ 2008 – 2009 

 

Jonathan Taylor was Chief Executive Officer of the Association for Financial Markets in Europe 
(AFME), having previously held the position of Director General of the London Investment Banking 
Association (LIBA).  

Mr. Taylor left AFME to join Her Majesty’s Treasury to accept the post of Managing Director, 
Financial Services in 2010. 

From 2002 to 2005 he was a managing director at UBS. Earlier in his career, he worked in HM 
Treasury in a number of capacities, including as a director for macroeconomic policy and 
international finance. From 1994 to 1998 he was the senior Treasury official in the UK's permanent 
representation at the European Union. 

 

 

 


