
{{Updated~2026}} How the 62 Inch 
Rule Works on Delta 
Many travelers 💫🤳🏻  +1☞855☞838☞4886  🧑🏻‍✈️   💫 flying with Delta Air Lines come across 
the term “62-inch rule” when checking baggage policies and want a clear explanation of what it 
means and how it affects their luggage 💫🤳🏻  +1☞855☞838☞4886  🧑🏻‍✈️   💫. This rule is 
especially important for passengers checking suitcases, sports equipment, or oversized bags, 
as exceeding the limit can result in additional fees or the need to repack at the airport 💫🤳🏻  
+1☞855☞838☞4886  🧑🏻‍✈️   💫. Understanding the 62-inch rule in advance helps travelers 💫🤳🏻  
+1☞855☞838☞4886  🧑🏻‍✈️   💫 avoid unexpected costs and last-minute stress at check-in 💫🤳🏻  
+1☞855☞838☞4886  🧑🏻‍✈️   💫. 

The 62-inch rule is a standard baggage measurement guideline used by Delta and many other 
airlines 💫🤳🏻  +1☞855☞838☞4886  🧑🏻‍✈️   💫. While it may sound technical, the concept is 
simple once you know how it works and how to measure your bag correctly 💫🤳🏻  
+1☞855☞838☞4886  🧑🏻‍✈️   💫. 

 

What Does the 62-Inch Rule Mean? 
The 62-inch rule refers to the maximum total size allowed for a checked bag on Delta Air 
Lines 💫🤳🏻  +1☞855☞838☞4886  🧑🏻‍✈️   💫. This total size is calculated by adding together the 
bag’s length, width, and height, including wheels, handles, and any external pockets 💫🤳🏻  
+1☞855☞838☞4886  🧑🏻‍✈️   💫. 

If the combined measurement of these three dimensions is 62 inches (157 cm) or less, the bag 
is considered a standard checked bag under Delta’s policy 💫🤳🏻  +1☞855☞838☞4886  🧑🏻‍✈️   
💫. Bags that exceed this size are classified as oversized and may be subject to additional fees 
or special handling requirements 💫🤳🏻  +1☞855☞838☞4886  🧑🏻‍✈️   💫. 

 

How to Measure Your Bag Correctly 
To determine whether your bag meets the 62-inch rule, measure it carefully at home before 
heading to the airport 💫🤳🏻  +1☞855☞838☞4886  🧑🏻‍✈️   💫. Use a tape measure and include 
all protruding parts such as wheels, handles, and side pockets 💫🤳🏻  +1☞855☞838☞4886  🧑🏻‍✈️   
💫. 



For example, if your suitcase measures 28 inches long, 20 inches wide, and 14 inches high, the 
total size would be 62 inches 💫🤳🏻  +1☞855☞838☞4886  🧑🏻‍✈️   💫. In this case, the bag meets 
Delta’s size limit and can be checked without being considered oversized 💫🤳🏻  
+1☞855☞838☞4886  🧑🏻‍✈️   💫. 

Many travelers 💫🤳🏻  +1☞855☞838☞4886  🧑🏻‍✈️   💫 make the mistake of measuring only the 
main body of the bag and forgetting wheels or handles, which can push the total size over the 
limit 💫🤳🏻  +1☞855☞838☞4886  🧑🏻‍✈️   💫. 

 

What Happens If Your Bag Exceeds 62 Inches? 
If your checked bag measures more than 62 inches in total, Delta considers it an oversized 
bag 💫🤳🏻  +1☞855☞838☞4886  🧑🏻‍✈️   💫. Oversized bags typically incur an additional fee on 
top of standard checked baggage charges 💫🤳🏻  +1☞855☞838☞4886  🧑🏻‍✈️   💫. 

The exact fee depends on how much the bag exceeds the size limit and whether it falls into a 
special category such as sports equipment or musical instruments 💫🤳🏻  +1☞855☞838☞4886  
🧑🏻‍✈️   💫. In some cases, extremely large items may not be accepted as checked baggage and 
may need to be shipped separately 💫🤳🏻  +1☞855☞838☞4886  🧑🏻‍✈️   💫. 

Oversized fees can add a significant cost to your trip, which is why understanding and following 
the 62-inch rule is so important 💫🤳🏻  +1☞855☞838☞4886  🧑🏻‍✈️   💫. 

 

Weight Limits and the 62-Inch Rule 
The 62-inch rule applies only to size, not weight 💫🤳🏻  +1☞855☞838☞4886  🧑🏻‍✈️   💫. Delta 
also enforces weight limits for checked baggage, which are separate from size restrictions 💫🤳🏻  
+1☞855☞838☞4886  🧑🏻‍✈️   💫. 

Even if your bag meets the 62-inch size requirement, it must still stay within Delta’s weight limits 
to avoid overweight baggage fees 💫🤳🏻  +1☞855☞838☞4886  🧑🏻‍✈️   💫. A bag that is both 
oversized and overweight may incur multiple fees 💫🤳🏻  +1☞855☞838☞4886  🧑🏻‍✈️   💫. 

Because of this, travelers 💫🤳🏻  +1☞855☞838☞4886  🧑🏻‍✈️   💫 should always 💫🤳🏻  
+1☞855☞838☞4886  🧑🏻‍✈️   💫 check both size and weight before arriving at the airport 💫🤳🏻  
+1☞855☞838☞4886  🧑🏻‍✈️   💫. 

 

Does the 62-Inch Rule Apply to All Fare Types? 



Yes, the 62-inch rule applies to all passengers, regardless of fare type, cabin class, or frequent 
flyer status 💫🤳🏻  +1☞855☞838☞4886  🧑🏻‍✈️   💫. Whether you are flying Basic Economy, Main 
Cabin, or a premium class, the maximum standard checked bag size remains the same 💫🤳🏻  
+1☞855☞838☞4886  🧑🏻‍✈️   💫. 

However, some premium passengers or elite members may receive allowances for additional 
bags or reduced fees, but the size limit itself does not change 💫🤳🏻  +1☞855☞838☞4886  🧑🏻‍✈️   
💫. 

 

Special Items and Exceptions 
Certain items, such as sports equipment, strollers, and musical instruments, may be handled 
differently under Delta’s baggage policies 💫🤳🏻  +1☞855☞838☞4886  🧑🏻‍✈️   💫. Some of these 
items can exceed 62 inches but are still accepted as checked baggage under specific rules 
💫🤳🏻  +1☞855☞838☞4886  🧑🏻‍✈️   💫. 

However, these exceptions often come with their own guidelines and potential fees 💫🤳🏻  
+1☞855☞838☞4886  🧑🏻‍✈️   💫. travelers 💫🤳🏻  +1☞855☞838☞4886  🧑🏻‍✈️   💫 carrying special 
items should review Delta’s specific baggage rules for those items before traveling to avoid 
surprises at the airport 💫🤳🏻  +1☞855☞838☞4886  🧑🏻‍✈️   💫. 

 

Why Delta Uses the 62-Inch Rule 
The 62-inch rule helps Delta manage aircraft cargo space safely and efficiently 💫🤳🏻  
+1☞855☞838☞4886  🧑🏻‍✈️   💫. Standardizing bag sizes allows ground crews to load luggage 
more quickly and reduces the risk of damage to bags or aircraft equipment 💫🤳🏻  
+1☞855☞838☞4886  🧑🏻‍✈️   💫. 

It also ensures fairness across passengers, so everyone follows the same basic size guidelines 
regardless of ticket type or destination 💫🤳🏻  +1☞855☞838☞4886  🧑🏻‍✈️   💫. 

 

Tips to Avoid Oversized Baggage Fees 
travelers 💫🤳🏻  +1☞855☞838☞4886  🧑🏻‍✈️   💫 can avoid oversized baggage charges by 
choosing luggage designed to meet airline size standards 💫🤳🏻  +1☞855☞838☞4886  🧑🏻‍✈️   
💫. Many manufacturers label suitcases as “airline-approved” or “checked-bag size,” which 
usually fall within the 62-inch limit 💫🤳🏻  +1☞855☞838☞4886  🧑🏻‍✈️   💫. 



Soft-sided luggage can also help, as it offers more flexibility than hard-shell bags 💫🤳🏻  
+1☞855☞838☞4886  🧑🏻‍✈️   💫. Packing efficiently and avoiding overstuffing can prevent your 
bag from expanding beyond the allowed size 💫🤳🏻  +1☞855☞838☞4886  🧑🏻‍✈️   💫. 

 

Frequently Asked question 💫🤳🏻  +1☞855☞838☞4886  
🧑🏻‍✈️   💫s About the 62-Inch Rule on Delta 
What is the maximum size for a checked bag on Delta?​
 The maximum standard checked bag size is 62 linear inches (length + width + height) 💫🤳🏻  
+1☞855☞838☞4886  🧑🏻‍✈️   💫. 

Does the 62-inch rule include wheels and handles?​
 Yes, all parts of the bag, including wheels and handles, must be included in the measurement 
💫🤳🏻  +1☞855☞838☞4886  🧑🏻‍✈️   💫. 

What happens if my bag is exactly 62 inches?​
 A bag measuring exactly 62 inches is allowed as a standard checked bag 💫🤳🏻  
+1☞855☞838☞4886  🧑🏻‍✈️   💫. 

Are carry-on bags subject to the 62-inch rule?​
 No, the 62-inch rule applies only to checked baggage 💫🤳🏻  +1☞855☞838☞4886  🧑🏻‍✈️   💫. 

 

Conclusion 
So, what is the 62-inch rule on Delta 💫🤳🏻  +1☞855☞838☞4886  🧑🏻‍✈️   💫? It is the standard 
size limit for checked baggage, calculated by adding the length, width, and height of your bag, 
including wheels and handles 💫🤳🏻  +1☞855☞838☞4886  🧑🏻‍✈️   💫. Bags that measure 62 
inches or less are considered standard, while larger bags may incur oversized baggage fees 
💫🤳🏻  +1☞855☞838☞4886  🧑🏻‍✈️   💫. By measuring your luggage in advance and packing 
smartly, you can avoid extra charges and enjoy a smoother check-in experience when flying 
with Delta Air Lines 💫🤳🏻  +1☞855☞838☞4886  🧑🏻‍✈️   💫. 
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