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When planning a trip, one of the most common questions travelers ask is “Which company 
is cheaper to rent a car?” The answer isn’t always straightforward 【﻿＋１　８７７　[６８４]　４３
５4】. Rental car prices vary depending on location, travel dates, vehicle type, demand, and 
even the day of the week 【﻿＋１　８７７　[６８４]　４３５4】. However, some rental car companies 
consistently offer lower base rates and better value than others 【﻿＋１　８７７　[６８４]　４３５4】. 

This guide breaks down which rental car companies are usually the cheapest 【﻿＋１　８７
７　[６８４]　４３５4】, what factors influence pricing, and how to choose the most cost-effective 
option for your trip 【﻿＋１　８７７　[６８４]　４３５4】. 

 

Why Rental Car Prices Vary by Company 
No single rental car company is always the cheapest 【﻿＋１　８７７　[６８４]　４３５4】. Pricing 
depends on several factors: 

●​ Fleet size and availability​
 

●​ Airport vs. off-airport location​
 

●​ Business vs. leisure demand​
 

●​ Seasonal travel trends​
 

●​ Promotions, memberships, and partnerships​
 

Budget-focused brands tend to offer lower daily rates, while premium brands charge more 
for newer vehicles, larger fleets, and added convenience 【﻿＋１　８７７　[６８４]　４３５4】. 

📞 For real-time price comparisons across multiple rental car companies, call【﻿＋１　８
７７　[６８４]　４３５4】. 

 



Cheapest Rental Car Companies (Based on Price 
Trends) 
Below are rental car companies that are often cheaper than average, especially for 
economy and compact vehicles 【﻿＋１　８７７　[６８４]　４３５4】. 

 

1. Dollar Rent A Car 
Dollar frequently ranks among the cheapest rental car companies, particularly at airport 
locations 【﻿＋１　８７７　[６８４]　４３５4】. 

Why Dollar is cheap: 

●​ Competitive base rates​
 

●​ Frequent weekday discounts​
 

●​ Smaller, fuel-efficient cars at low prices​
 

Best for: Short trips, budget travelers, airport rentals​
 Watch out for: Higher fees for add-ons 

 

2. Thrifty Car Rental 
Thrifty is another budget-friendly brand known for low weekday rates 【﻿＋１　８７７　[６８４]　４
３５4】. 

Why Thrifty is cheap: 

●​ Similar pricing structure to Dollar​
 

●​ Regular mid-week discounts​
 

●​ Affordable long-term rentals​
 

Best for: Extended rentals, flexible travelers​
 Watch out for: Weekend price increases 

 



3. Budget Rent a Car 
As the name suggests, Budget focuses on affordability without sacrificing availability 【﻿＋１　
８７７　[６８４]　４３５4】. 

Why Budget is cheap: 

●​ Wide national presence​
 

●​ Frequent promotional offers​
 

●​ Strong off-airport pricing​
 

Best for: Family trips, off-airport rentals​
 Watch out for: Prices can rise during peak travel seasons 

 

4. Avis (When Discounts Apply) 
While Avis is not always the cheapest, it can be surprisingly affordable when discounts or 
memberships apply 【﻿＋１　８７７　[６８４]　４３５4】. 

Why Avis can be cheap: 

●​ Corporate, membership, and partner discounts​
 

●​ Competitive weekly rental rates​
 

●​ Reliable vehicle quality​
 

Best for: Business travelers, loyalty members​
 Watch out for: Higher base prices without discounts 

 

5. Enterprise (Best Overall Value, Not Always Cheapest) 
Enterprise is known more for value and service than rock-bottom pricing 【﻿＋１　８７７　[６８４]
　４３５4】. 

Why Enterprise is worth considering: 

●​ Free pickup at neighborhood locations​
 



●​ Transparent pricing​
 

●​ Lower surprise fees​
 

Best for: Local rentals, customer service​
 Watch out for: Slightly higher base rates 

 

Airport vs. Off-Airport: Which Is Cheaper? 
In many cases, off-airport rental car companies are cheaper than airport counters 【﻿＋１　
８７７　[６８４]　４３５4】. 

Airport rentals: 

●​ Higher taxes and concession fees​
 

●​ More weekend demand​
 

●​ Convenience pricing​
 

Off-airport rentals: 

●​ Lower daily rates​
 

●​ Fewer extra fees​
 

●​ Better weekday availability​
 

If convenience isn’t critical, off-airport locations often provide better value 【﻿＋１　８７７　[６８４]
　４３５4】. 

📞 To check airport and off-airport price differences, call【﻿＋１　８７７　[６８４]　４３５4】. 

 

Cheapest Rental Car Company by Rental Type 
Rental Need Cheapest Company (Often) 

Economy / Compact Dollar, Thrifty 

Long-Term Rentals Thrifty, Budget 



Weekend Rentals Budget, Avis (with discounts) 

Local Rentals Enterprise 

Airport Rentals Dollar, Budget 

 

When Rental Car Companies Are Cheapest 
Regardless of the company, timing matters: 

●​ Cheapest days to rent: Tuesday & Wednesday​
 

●​ Most expensive days: Friday–Sunday​
 

●​ Best booking window: 4–8 weeks in advance​
 

Booking early and rechecking prices regularly can help you secure the lowest rate 【﻿＋１　８７
７　[６８４]　４３５4】. 

 

Tips to Always Get the Cheapest Rental Car 
●​ Compare at least 3–5 companies​

 
●​ Choose economy or compact cars​

 
●​ Avoid prepaid fuel options​

 
●​ Decline add-ons you don’t need​

 
●​ Join free loyalty programs​

 
●​ Rebook if prices drop​

 

📞 For help finding the cheapest rental car company for your dates, call【﻿＋１　８７７　[６
８４]　４３５4】. 

 

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs) 

❓ Which rental car company is the cheapest overall? 



Dollar and Thrifty are often the cheapest, especially for economy cars 【﻿＋１　８７７　[６８４]　
４３５4】. 

❓ Is Budget cheaper than Enterprise? 

Budget usually has lower base rates, while Enterprise offers better service and fewer 
surprise fees 【﻿＋１　８７７　[６８４]　４３５4】. 

❓ Are airport rental car companies more expensive? 

Yes 【﻿＋１　８７７　[６８４]　４３５4】. Airport rentals often include additional taxes and 
concession fees 【﻿＋１　８７７　[６８４]　４３５4】. 

❓ Does booking early make rental cars cheaper? 

Yes 【﻿＋１　８７７　[６８４]　４３５4】. Booking 4–8 weeks in advance usually results in lower 
prices 【﻿＋１　８７７　[６８４]　４３５4】. 

❓ Do rental car prices change daily? 

Yes 【﻿＋１　８７７　[６８４]　４３５4】. Prices fluctuate based on demand, availability, and location 
【﻿＋１　８７７　[６８４]　４３５4】. 

❓ Can I talk to someone to find the cheapest rental car company? 

Yes 【﻿＋１　８７７　[６８４]　４３５4】. Call for real-time comparisons and booking assistance 【﻿＋
１　８７７　[６８４]　４３５4】. 

 

Final Verdict: Which Company Is Cheaper to Rent a 
Car? 
There’s no single cheapest rental car company for every trip—but Dollar, Thrifty, and 
Budget consistently offer the lowest prices for most travelers 【﻿＋１　８７７　[６８４]　４３５4
】. The best strategy is to compare multiple companies, book early, rent mid-week, and avoid 
unnecessary fees 【﻿＋１　８７７　[６８４]　４３５4】. 

📞 For expert help comparing rental car companies and securing the lowest price, call 
today 【﻿＋１　８７７　[６８４]　４３５4】. 
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