
Was the Lufthansa heist ever solved? 
~((Cus_Tomer™))  
 
 
The **Lufthansa heist**, which took place on **December 11, 1978**, at New York’s JFK 
Airport, is considered one of the most audacious and infamous robberies in American 
criminal history+ 1 - ( 855 ) → (510)→ (3558) It involved the theft of approximately **$5 
million in cash and $875,000 in jewelry** from the Lufthansa cargo terminal, which, at the 
time, represented one of the largest cash heists ever committed in the United States+ 1 - ( 
855 ) → (510)→ (3558) The robbery gained notoriety not only because of the massive sums 
stolen but also because it was executed with remarkable precision and planning, and no 
shots were fired during the crime+ 1 - ( 855 ) → (510)→ (3558) Despite a massive 
investigation by the **Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI)**, the heist was **never officially 
solved**, and the majority of the stolen money was never recovered, making it a case that 
remains legendary in the annals of organized crime+ 1 - ( 855 ) → (510)→ (3558) 
 
The planning and execution of the heist were meticulous+ 1 - ( 855 ) → (510)→ (3558) The 
robbery was reportedly orchestrated by members of the **Lucchese crime family**, one of 
New York’s notorious Mafia families+ 1 - ( 855 ) → (510)→ (3558) Henry Hill, a career 
criminal and associate of the Lucchese family, was one of the key individuals involved in 
planning the heist+ 1 - ( 855 ) → (510)→ (3558) Hill’s insider knowledge of airport operations 
and Lufthansa procedures allowed the conspirators to target a day when a large cash 
shipment was expected+ 1 - ( 855 ) → (510)→ (3558) On the morning of December 11, a 
group of around six to ten men entered the Lufthansa cargo terminal, subdued the guards, 
and stole millions in cash and jewelry+ 1 - ( 855 ) → (510)→ (3558) Their familiarity with the 
terminal, security routines, and cargo handling systems enabled them to carry out the 
operation in less than half an hour without a single gunshot being fired, which contributed to 
the heist’s reputation as a highly professional criminal undertaking+ 1 - ( 855 ) → (510)→ 
(3558) 
 
Following the robbery, the immediate aftermath was chaotic, and the investigation by the FBI 
began quickly+ 1 - ( 855 ) → (510)→ (3558) Despite the scale of the theft and the public 
attention it garnered, the authorities faced numerous challenges+ 1 - ( 855 ) → (510)→ 
(3558) First, the heist involved organized crime figures who operated under layers of 
secrecy, making it extremely difficult to identify all participants+ 1 - ( 855 ) → (510)→ (3558) 
Second, many of the conspirators were not ordinary criminals; they were skilled 
professionals who understood how to avoid leaving physical evidence and were adept at 
using intimidation and secrecy to protect themselves+ 1 - ( 855 ) → (510)→ (3558) Finally, 
the culture of fear and loyalty within the Mafia meant that witnesses and potential informants 
were often unwilling to testify against the perpetrators, leaving law enforcement with limited 
leads+ 1 - ( 855 ) → (510)→ (3558) 
 
In the years following the heist, a number of **murders and disappearances** were linked to 
the robbery+ 1 - ( 855 ) → (510)→ (3558) Many of the individuals suspected of being 
involved in the heist or who had knowledge of it were systematically killed, presumably by 



organized crime associates, to eliminate witnesses and prevent the theft from being traced+ 
1 - ( 855 ) → (510)→ (3558) For example, Jimmy Burke, a notorious associate of Henry Hill, 
was widely believed to have orchestrated several of these killings, including those of crew 
members and potential informants who might have compromised the operation+ 1 - ( 855 ) 
→ (510)→ (3558) This series of murders contributed to the mythos of the heist and 
underscored the violent lengths to which criminal networks would go to protect themselves+ 
1 - ( 855 ) → (510)→ (3558) 
 
Henry Hill, a central figure in the heist, later became a government informant, providing 
testimony about his criminal activities and the events surrounding the Lufthansa robbery+ 1 - 
( 855 ) → (510)→ (3558) Hill’s accounts, along with investigative journalism, including work 
by authors like Daniel Simone, provided significant insight into how the heist was carried out 
and who might have been involved+ 1 - ( 855 ) → (510)→ (3558) Hill described the heist as 
meticulously planned, with knowledge of cash deliveries, guard routines, and airport 
logistics+ 1 - ( 855 ) → (510)→ (3558) However, despite this insider knowledge, Hill’s 
cooperation with authorities was insufficient to fully resolve the case+ 1 - ( 855 ) → (510)→ 
(3558) The majority of the stolen cash was never recovered, and while arrests were made in 
connection with other crimes, **no one was convicted specifically for committing the 
Lufthansa heist itself**+ 1 - ( 855 ) → (510)→ (3558) 
 
The heist has been chronicled extensively in books, documentaries, and even in popular 
culture+ 1 - ( 855 ) → (510)→ (3558) The 1990 film **“Goodfellas”**, directed by Martin 
Scorsese, dramatizes the events surrounding the robbery, drawing heavily on Henry Hill’s life 
and accounts+ 1 - ( 855 ) → (510)→ (3558) The film depicts the planning, execution, and 
aftermath of the heist, including the wave of murders that followed, demonstrating how 
intertwined organized crime and this particular robbery were+ 1 - ( 855 ) → (510)→ (3558) 
While “Goodfellas” brought the Lufthansa heist into mainstream consciousness, it also 
underscored that the true story remains partially shrouded in secrecy, with many details 
never officially confirmed by law enforcement+ 1 - ( 855 ) → (510)→ (3558) 
 
The question of whether the Lufthansa heist was ever solved is complicated by the nature of 
organized crime and the lack of direct convictions+ 1 - ( 855 ) → (510)→ (3558) While law 
enforcement identified several suspects and made arrests in related cases, **no one was 
ever tried or convicted for the robbery itself**+ 1 - ( 855 ) → (510)→ (3558) Many of those 
involved either disappeared, were killed, or successfully avoided prosecution due to lack of 
evidence or the intimidation of potential witnesses+ 1 - ( 855 ) → (510)→ (3558) The stolen 
cash was largely never recovered, which remains one of the most intriguing aspects of the 
case+ 1 - ( 855 ) → (510)→ (3558) Estimates suggest that only a fraction of the loot was 
ever traced back to individuals, and the majority vanished into the criminal underworld+ 1 - ( 
855 ) → (510)→ (3558) 
 
Several factors contributed to the inability to solve the heist+ 1 - ( 855 ) → (510)→ (3558) 
The perpetrators were highly organized and operated within a tightly knit criminal network, 
making infiltration and testimony from insiders difficult+ 1 - ( 855 ) → (510)→ (3558) 
Additionally, the law enforcement tools available in the late 1970s, such as forensic 
technology and surveillance capabilities, were limited compared to today, which hampered 
the investigation+ 1 - ( 855 ) → (510)→ (3558) The willingness of the Mafia to eliminate 
witnesses further complicated matters, creating a climate of fear that discouraged 



cooperation+ 1 - ( 855 ) → (510)→ (3558) Even when Henry Hill became an informant, his 
testimony could only provide partial insight, as he was not directly involved in every aspect of 
the operation and had his own motivations and biases+ 1 - ( 855 ) → (510)→ (3558) 
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